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Spring has sprung once again. In Haiti, this means
much ‘balmier’ weather, to say the least, and a lot of
rain.
As the rains come, I am filled with mixed emotions.
The rain is a blessing from God, because it has been
so dry and brown here as we have not had rain for a
long time.
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The rain brings refreshment to the land and is
much needed for the crops. However, it is difficult
because I know that every time it rains, Amson and
his cousin Jeunaline, two of our secondary students
in our sponsor program, get wet and cold, because
they do not have proper housing.

LEARNING TO BE
SERVANT LEADERS

This is not only true for them, but for at least 40% of
our students.
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Learning to be
SERVANT LEADERS
» CONTINUED FROM COVER
When it rains, their “houses” (tarp structures) get flooded
with water and they don’t sleep. This is a very difficult situation that they are in.
Spring also causes us to intentionally pause and reflect on
how we have been keeping busy and where we are at with
the goals and vision that we have for Adoration. When we
look at what is happening, we can say, “By the grace of God,
this is happening.” Adoration school is going well – we have
a solid staff who love their job and who pour their hearts into
their work. Students are growing and are being challenged,
and they are receiving the care they need. Parents are receiving the support they need, through the food and education
of their children, and also through the medical clinic which is
meeting a lot of their families’ physical health needs as well.
This is all good, and we are very thankful Adoration can
provide this. However, our main goal is to impact hearts. In
this respect, we have been very intentionally working to this
end. We firmly believe that it is only the LORD who opens
people’s hearts and transforms them. As we are reminded in 2
Thess. 3:5, “May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and
Christ’s perseverance.” This is our prayer for our labour here,
that the LORD would take a hold of people, impacting their
hearts, transforming them into reflecting His image more and
more and calling them to service for His kingdom. A

Leadership development and training
is a huge thrust of Adoration. It is our
prayer that the LORD would raise
up solid Christian leaders who
would be able to lead Adoration and the Church forward,
impacting their community for
Jesus Christ. It is our desire to
intentionally put a great deal
of emphasis on the mentoring,
training, and empowering of
our staff.

Wislande

That is why we were excited when in January, Bernie Pennings
from Word & Deed Canada lead the Adoration staff through a
two day ‘Leadership Training’ Seminar. Mr. Pennings gave many
examples of different leadership styles, and then focused on
Christ’s supreme example of being a servant leader.

Rebuilding Progress
By the time you receive this newsletter, our next home
rebuilding project should be in full swing, D.V. Our
Housing Committee is working hard, planning and
making preparations to begin the work, hoping to build
53 homes. As you can imagine, the need for housing
is great in our community, and many families have lost
homes and all their belongings in the earthquake. This
housing project that is underway, is targeting families
connected to Adoration and the Presbyterian Reformed
Church of Delmas, families who have lost their home in
the earthquake, who still do not have proper housing and cannot afford to re-build themselves.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 »
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All the staff of Adoration, about 25 in number, were challenged
and sharpened by the seminar and the general consensus was
that we wanted Mr. Pennings to come back as soon as possible
to continue to lead us through this training. Thank-you Bernie
for leading us through this seminar. It was well received and
blessed us a lot.
Wislande, our grade 1 teacher, accounted, “As teachers and staff
we were taught how to show from our lives that we really love
the LORD. From our walk and talk it should be evident to the students that we want to worship our God. It should be our desire
to please our God and therefore our desire to help the community. It should be our aspiration to work with a good conscience,
with wisdom and with intelligence. As a leader, we should long
to become servants. A good leader is one who can serve the
people that are working for him or her. As teachers, it is our goal
to know our students better, so that we can serve them that
much better.” A

A Word on Work Teams
These days there is much discussion about the purpose of short
term mission teams and whether they help or hurt. When Helping Hurts, a book by Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert, takes a hard
look at understanding poverty and how we are called to make
a difference. Adoration, together with Word & Deed, subscribes
to the principles outlined in the book, such as this reminder to
those ministering to the poor: “Remember the goal is not to
produce houses or churches or other material goods but
to pursue a process of walking with the materially poor so
that they are better stewards of their lives and communities,
including their own material needs.”
Gary Aikema describes his experience as follows:

From our walk and talk it
should be evident to the
students that we want to
worship our God.
Working with local people was a large part of our mandate. Just
going to Haiti to complete some jobs was not the only intent. Yes
the work needed doing but the greater purpose was to mentor
and teach some people skills that they might be able to use to
improve in a small way conditions in their beleaguered country.
The six days we worked we were busy for eight or nine hours at
times in some uncomfortable conditions in the sun and heat (and
this was the cool season). Nearly all the items on the list were
completed and some other incidental items were also done. A
few helping Haitians had the experience of learning some welding and metal working skills which could be trying at times because of equipment and power supply issues. Others worked with
cement and masonry which required much sifting of aggregate to
have sand appropriate for mixing mortar and parging plaster. A
number were employed as general labour and carpentry learning
how to use various power tools and when power failure occurred
(frequently) the opportunity to use a hand saw gave experience
with something that is rarely used any more.
There were times that the “git ‘er done “desire had to be curbed
in favour of putting up with protégés that were not catching
on or insisted on doing things their way. All the team members
expressed the fact that they were able to work with their Haitian
brothers and it was an uplifting and positive experience. The time
we spent in Haiti was eye opening in many ways, just seeing the
abject poverty in which the people live and how they did with so
little was depressing and yet they were clean and happy - it was
uplifting. The potential for Haiti to lift itself
from the morass in which it finds itself
rests with its people and the people
we met have the potential to repair
this country. A

Kervens Dorsainvil is 11 years old and is in grade 3.

Kervens is an active boy, who loves to
play soccer and has lots of energy. Kervens broke his leg last year at school playing soccer, so he
had a hard time being laid up waiting for his leg to heal. He still has a rod in his leg, but that
doesn’t slow him down a whole lot now. Kervens is living in a tent like structure right now
with his mom and dad. They lost their house in the earthquake and since then have put
together a quaint makeshift abode. The house is okay temporarily, but when it rains, they
have a lot of water that enters the house and the house is not very safe. A
Kervens
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Yslove Moise and his dad will be one of the
recipients in this project. Moise is a Grade 9
student in our sponsorship program, who is doing
really well in his studies and is working hard to
support himself and his dad. Moise and his dad
used to live in Port-au-Prince, but prior to the
earthquake they had built their own house in the
plains outside of the city.
During the earthquake on January 12, 2010,
Moise’s dad was in their home when it collapsed
on him, injuring his leg. They have no means
to re-build their home, as they had put their life
savings into building it. We give thanks to the
LORD for your generous support , so that Adoration will be able
to re-build their house, so they can live in a safe and secure home
once again. This is just one of many examples of families who will
be helped because of this project.
Follow us on our website, www.Adoration.net to be updated on
this initiative and meet others who will benefit from this project.

A

May the Lord direct
your hearts into God’s
love and Christ’s
perseverance.
— 2 Thess.3:5

P.O. Box 20100
St. Thomas, ON
N5P 4H4

(877) 375-9673
www.adoration.net
info@wordanddeed.org

Bring Hope to Haiti
✃
DONATION AMOUNT

Sponsor a Child

q One-Time q Monthly q Annual
q $250 q $100 q $25 q Other: _______

q Pre-authorized withdrawals for monthly annual commitments please enclose
a blank cheque marked ‘VOID’ and sign below. I hereby authorize Word & Deed to
make automatic withdrawals from my bank account, as indicated. I understand that
I may cancel the authorization at any time by notifying Word & Deed in writing.

address

Phone

N-05-2012

q Payment via Credit Card or Paypal on our website: www.adoration.net

Name

email

PAYMENT METHOD
q Make Cheques payable to ‘Adoration’

CONTACT INFORMATION

city	

q $35/month or q $420/year

Prov

PostaL

Account Type: q Business

q Personal

Signature:____________________________ Date:_______________
RETURN TO

PO Box 20100 St. Thomas, ON N5P 4H4

To obtain more information on your recourse rights you can contact your financial institution or visit www.cdnpay.ca

